PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT 
BY 
JIM PRENTICE 

I know most of you who, come to The Pittsburgh Employment Conference are concentrating more on seeking employment and holding a productive job.  So, you can be self - sufficient and lead your life as independently as possible.  Retirement is probably the farthest thing from your mind, Right?  Therefore, let’s change the title of this article to, PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE. 
When people without severe disabilities with a good job, start to contemplate retirement or planning for the future They start to build up their savings, make investments, pay into an I RA and role in their corporation 401k retirement plan.  

But, if you are a person with severe physical disabilities.  For example, The Augmentative Communication Community.  If you are not employed at a large corporation and not making at least $150,000 a year, like most of you are.  Yes, I know. Ha Ha Ha, very funny.  
Okay, let’s get back to reality.  The chances are that you are not making $150,000 a year and you might have to apply for public assistants to subsidize your income or to help you to lead your life more independently.  But, The Department of Welfare will not accept you if you have a large portfolio.  You must spend down your assets before they will accept you.  Believe me I know what I’m talking about all of my life before I was educated with the laws about being severely physically disabled.  I was working and saving for my future.  Because, I knew from a young age that I didn’t want to go into a home or be a burden on my family when they got old.  I didn’t realize that the government didn’t want some one like my-self to be self sufficient and try to lead our life as independently as possible until, my parents started to have problems do to old age.  When I tried to apply for a government waiver for a few more attendant care hours I was told that I have too much assets.  So, I had to pay back to the DPW, way over half what I made during my life time, before I could get any help from them.  Talk about some-one being pissed.  I sure was.  
Just a second don’t panic today, you can hide most of your assets from the government legally.  With trust funds, barrel plans and so on.  You could have your cake and eat it too.  We will discuss the different ways you can hide your assets from the government legally at PEC 2007.  
Another thing that you have to think about when you are planning for the future is your living arrangements after your parents or guardians pass on. With today’s technology a person with my disabilities can live anywhere they want if they are capable of managing their attendants hours and other affairs correctly.  I’m living proof.  I live alone with my dog, Mel, in a house and doing just fine.  I wouldn’t have it any other way.  
Just remember one thing.  Most of your personal assistants are not your friends.  They are getting paid to wipe your butt they are not doing it out of friendship.  I am not saying that you should treat them as your slaves or not to respect them as a person with feelings.  I’m just saying don’t trust all of your personal assistants If you do you might be taken advantage of.  
Anyway everything that I mention and more in this article or advertisement  Will be discuss in detail at PEC 2007.  
So, since you are already on the Shout’s Web Site.  Download a registration form.  Fill it out, send it to Shout and start doing your research for funding to help you attend PEC 2007.  I don’t think you will be disappointed.  
Remember, the early bird always catches the worm!  
